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Amendments to the Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for determining competitive partners from among a plurality 
of participants in a selected one of a plurality of rounds in a competitive event wherein selected 
ones of said participants have an associated ranking 7 said method comprising the steps of: 

selectin g a first participant from the plurality of participants; the first participant having a 
ranking that is higher than the respective rankings of all the remaining participants of the 
plurality of participant s, in aooordanc e with said associat e d ranking, on e of said pfirticipg mtfl; 

allowing said first selected participant to select a second another participant from said 
remaining plurality of participants: and 

removing said first s e l e ct e d p articipant and said second s e l e ct e d oth e r participant from 
further consideration for said selected round; 

repeating said selecting, allowing and removing steps to obtain a plurality of competitive 
partners; 

recording a w inning and a losing participant of an engagement for each of said 
competitive partners in said selected round; and 

removing sai d losing participant of each of said competitive partners from further 
participation in said competitive event . 

2. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising: 

organizing said participants into a first group and a second group wherein each of said 
participants in said first group is associated with said ranking. 

3. (Original) The method as recited in claim 2, further comprising: 
associating a ranking with each of said participants in-said second group. 

4. (Original) The method as recited in claim 3 9 wherein said associated ranking is 
determined in accordance with completion of known events. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 4, wherein said known events are 
selected from the group consisting of: past competitive events among selected ones of said 
participants, accumulated results of past competitive events among selected ones of said 
participants, random selection, and a lottery. 
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6. (Currently Amended) Hie method as recited in claim 1, wherein said competitive events 
are selected from the group consisting of: sporting events, television game shows, reality shows, 
and intellectual games. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
providing a computer processor including code which, when executed, -performs at least 

one of said selecting, allowing, removing, repeating, recording, and removing said losing 
participant steps. 

r e cording a winning and a looing participant of an engagement from o ach of said ooloctcd 
participants and said so l octod other paffecipants in said col e cted round; and 

removing said losing participant from further participation in said compotitivo event - 

8. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1 claim 7 , further comprising the 
step of: allowing each said winning participant of said selected r ound to retain said associated 
ranking. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1 claim -?, further comprising the 
step of: allowing each said winning participant of said competitive round to retain an associated 
ranking of said lese* losing participant when said losing participant's associated ranking is 
higher. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1 claim 7 , further comprising the 
step of: 

assigning a ranking to each winning participant of said round based on performance in 
said round. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein said round is selected 
from the group consisting of sporting events, game shows, reality shows, and intellectual games. 

1 2. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein said participants are 
selected from the group consisting of: individuals, and teams of individuals. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein each of said steps of 
selecting, al lowing, removing, repeating, recording and removing said losing participant are 
repeated *6 e x e cut e d until a single participant ia remainrng 

14. (Withdrawn): A method for operating a competitive event having a plurality of rounds 
among a plurality of competitors comprising the steps of: 

a. determining a ranking for at least half of said plurality of competitors, wherein said 
ranking is associated with an order of selection; 

b. selecting one of said ranked competitors in the order of said ranking; 

c. allowing said selected ranked competitor to select one of said remaining competitors as 
a competitive partner; 

d. continuously selecting said competitors until each of said competitors is associated 
with a competitive partner; 

e. recording a winning and a losing competitor in an engagement of competitive partners 
in said round of competitive event; 

f. removing said losing competitor from further participation; and 

g. associating a new ranking with each remaining competitor. 

1 5. (Withdrawn): The method as recited in claim 14, wherein said competitive event is 
selected from the group comprising: sporting events, game shows, reality shows, intellectual 
games. 

16. (Withdrawn): The method as recited in claim 15, wherein said sporting events are 
selected from the group consisting of: baseball, football, soccer, basketball, racing, golf, boxing, 
tennis. 

17. (Withdrawn): The method as recited in claim 14, wherein said ranking is determined 
from the group consisting of: prior performance, accumulated record in prior performance, a 
lottery, random selection. 

1 8. (Withdrawn): The method as recited in claim 14, wherein said new ranking is selected 
from the group consisting of: maintaining a current associated ranking, obtaining a losing 
competitor's ranking. 
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] 9. (Withdrawn): The method as recited in claim 14, further comprising: 
iteratively repeating steps a-g for each of said rounds. 

20. (Withdrawn): The method as recited in claim 14, wherein said competitors are selected 
from the group consisting of: individuals, teams, individuals within a team. 

21-33. (Canceled) 

34. (Withdrawn): The system as recited in claim 20, wherein said means is a processor in 
communication with a memory. 

35-37. (Canceled) 

38. (Currently Amended) A method for determining competitive partners from among a 
plurality of participants in a selected one of a plurality of rounds in a competitive event wherein 
at least one of said participants has an associated ranking, said method comprising the steps of: 

organizing at least one of said participants into a first group and remaining ones of said 
participants into a second group; 

selecting, within said second group in accordance with said associated ranking, one of 
said participant s, said one of said participants having a ranking that is higher than the rankings of 
all the remaining participants in said second group : 

allowing said selected participant to select another participant from said plurality of 
participants; a*td 

removing said selected participant and selected another participant from further 
consideration for said selected round; 

repeating said selecting, a llowing and removing steps to obtain a plurality of competitive 
partners: 

recording a winning and a losing participant of an engagement for each of said 
competitive partners in said selected round: and 

removing said losing parti cipant of each of said competitive partners from further 
participation in said competitive event . 



5 



PAGE 8/14 * RCVD AT 12/712005 11:48:18 AM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:16096312401 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-16 



12/07/2005 11:50 FAI 16096312401 



Duane Morris Princeton 



@)009 



39. (Original) The method as recited in claim 38, wherein each of said at least one of said 
participants in said first group has a higher associated ranking than each of said participants in 
said second group. 

40. (Original) The method as recited in claim 38, wherein said associated ranking is 
determined in accordance with completion of known events. 

41. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 40, wherein said known events are 
selected from the group consisting of: past competitive events among selected ones of said 
participants, accumulated results of past competitive events among selected ones of said 
participants, random selection, and a lottery. 

42. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 38, wherein said competitive 
events are selected from the group consisting of: sporting events, television game shows, reality 
shows, and i ntellectual games. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 38, further comprising the steps of: 
providing a computer processor inclu ding code which, when executed, performs at least 

one of said selecting, allowing, removing, repeating recording, and removing said losing 
participant steps. 

recording a winning and a losing participant of an engag e ment from oach of said Goloctcd 
participants and said s e l e cted other participants in said ooloctod round; Bad 

r e moving aaid losing participant of -s aid round from further participation in sa id 
competitiv e event. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 38 s laim 4 3 , further comprising the 
step of: 

allowing said each winning winn e r participant of said selected round to retain said 
associated ranking. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 38 claim 4 3 , further comprising the 
step of: allowing each sai4 winning participant of said competitive round to obtain an associated 
ranking of said loser losing participant's when said loser's losing participant's associated ranking 
is higher. 
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46. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 38 claim 43 , further comprising the 
step of: 

assigning an associated ranking to each winning participant of said round based on a 
performance in said round. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 38, wherein said round is selected 
from the group consisting of sporting events, game shows, reality shows, and intellectual games. 

48. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 38, wherein said participants are 
selected from the group consisting of: individuals, and teams of individuals. 

49. (Original) The method as recited in claim 38, wherein said associated ranking of 
participants in said second group is determined randomly. 

50. (New) The method as recited in claim 1 3 further comprising allowing said winning 
participant of each of said competitive partners to further participate in said competitive event to 
determine a champion of said competitive event. 

5 1 . (New) The method as recited in claim 1 5 wherein the step of recording a winning and a 
losing participant comprises recording such information on a computer readable medium. 

52. (New) The method as recited in claim 38, further comprising allowing said winning 
participant of each of said competitive partners to further participate in said competitive event to 
determine a champion of said competitive event 

53. (New) The method as recited in claim 38, wherein the step of recording a winning and a 
losing participant comprises recording such information on a computer readable medium. 
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